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GETTING READY FOR YOUR WEDDING

These notes are to help you in making preliminary plans for your wedding day.  Please read them carefully, and don’t hesitate to ask if there is anything that you are not sure about.

We very much hope that all the plans for your wedding will proceed smoothly, and also that you will feel that the service in St Mark’s will have been a happy one, and one that you will both be able to remember with joy.  May God bless you both as you set out on the exciting and rewarding road of married life together.

1. Fixing The Date
To avoid disappointment it is best to arrange the date and time that you want before you fix the reception.

2. Which Church
To be married in an Anglican Church you need to have (or to establish) a qualifying connection. You may be married at St Mark’s church if:
· One of you has been baptised or prepared for confirmation at St Marks.
· One of you has ever lived within the parish boundary for six months or more
· One of you has at any time regularly attended public worship at St Marks for six months or more
· One of your parents has lived in the parish boundary for six months or more in their child’s lifetime
· One of your parents has regularly attended public worship at St Marks for six months or more in their child’s lifetime
· Your parents or grandparents were married in St Marks.

You can check if you live withing St Marks parish boundary on this website-  A Church Near You

You must both be 18 or over. You must not be closely related to each other or have a spouse who is living.  If you have a question on these issues please contact the Vicar.

3. Proof of Identity/ Nationality
A passport is the easiest way to do this. If you do not have a passport you can discuss other options with the vicar. If either of you is not a national of the UK or Ireland and doesn’t hold Settled or Pre-Settled Status under the EU Settlement Scheme, having a Church of England wedding will involve some different paperwork and there will be a number of things your vicar will want to talk to you about.

4. Paperwork
You will be given a form to fill in. This provides the information that will go on your marriage certificate, so it is very important that it is accurate and that you tell us about any changes before the wedding.


 

5. Publishing The Banns
Your banns are automatically read at St Mark’s, but if either or both of you live in a different parish boundary(ies) it will also be necessary to have the banns called in the respective parish church(es).  The Vicar will explain this when you see him/her.  

Important: Please remember that you must produce a certificate from the other church(es) certifying that the banns have been called before the wedding, or the Vicar will be unable to marry you here.

6. Music
The Vicar will help you in choosing two or three hymns for your wedding service. We do not have an organist for weddings so need to arrange for a local organist to play. In certain circumstances it may be possible to have a contemporary band to provide music. This should be discussed at least 3 months before your wedding date and will depend on the availability of musicians and sound desk operator.

7. Order Of Service
Please discuss this with the Vicar taking your wedding

8. Flowers
You are welcome to place flowers in church, at your expense.  We regret that we are unable to arrange flowers for you, but you are welcome to use our vases, pedestals, oasis etc.  Please contact the church office (421004, office@st-marks.net) during office hours to arrange access for decorating the church. Please make sure you arrange for any items you have brought to the church to be removed afterwards.

9. Photographs
Its best to encourage friends and relatives to be discreet if they want to take photos during the ceremony. A photographer may take some photo’s discreetly during the service. They may also be taken during the signing of the registers and as you process down the central aisle after that.  Any special requests must be made beforehand to the minister conducting the ceremony.

10. Confetti
If you wish to have confetti, please make sure it is biodegradeable.

11. Recordings
We are happy for you to arrange for someone to record your service. However, you may need an additional licence to do this if you are planning to use any pre-recorded music.
https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/your-church-wedding/planning-your-ceremony/filming-wedding 
St Mark’s has all the licences needed for live or recorded music played during the service – this is from our Licence:
“Recording Your Services/Meetings
The Church Copyright Licence™  includes certain MCPS rights to record services, including any live worship/music, for limited distribution. However, ‘dubbing’ (making a recording which includes pre-recorded music such as from a CD or MP3) is not permitted under the CCL nor covered by the PRS for Music and PPL Church Licences. For this, a Limited Manufacture Licence is required directly from PRS for Music.”

In addition, the organists fee will go up an extra 50% for a sound recording and an extra 100% for a full recording. 

We may be able to live stream the service from the church but this does involve some extra expense as we need to bring someone in to operate the system (and cannot guarantee availability).

12.  Fees
A table of the current fees is below – these are revised for January each year.  An invoice will be sent out 6 weeks prior to the wedding day and it would be helpful if this could be settled 14 days before your wedding.  Bank Transfer payments to: The Parochial Church Council of St Mark’s, Acc 81328069, HSBC 40-27-06. Please mark payments as ‘” Name” Wedding’. Thank you. Cheques should be made payable to ‘St Mark’s PCC’.  Please contact the church office if you have any questions about fees.

13.  Rehearsals
The Vicar will arrange to see the bride and groom before the wedding to go through the service explaining it in detail and answering all your queries.  You can rest assured that there will be nothing for you to worry about during the service as you will be clearly told what to do and when at the time. We will hold a wedding rehearsal within two or three days of the wedding. Please encourage as many of the wedding party to come to the rehearsal to ensure a smooth service.

The above notes are necessarily short and may not answer all your questions. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if there is anything you are not clear about.

Vicar 01926 421004 vicar@st-marks.net 							
Church office 01926 421004 office@st-marks.net  


CHECK LIST

· Date and time booked for service
· Banns read at St Mark’s
· Banns arranged at other church(s)
· Order of service printed
· Flowers arranged
· Rehearsal booked


WEDDING FEES  2026

Diocesan fee						£257.00
Parochial Church Council fee				£309.00
Included in PCC Fee:
Administration			
Verger				(up to 2 ½ hours included; £16.00 per extra hour)		
Total							£566.00

ADDITIONAL CHARGES
Organ (Approx. Fee payable directly to 
organist, recording the service will 
incur an additional fee)	  			£  90.00 
Optional Contribution to Organ Fund 			£  30.00	
Heating 						£  70.00
Bells							£  20.00
Livestream	(if available)				£  50.00	
					
______________________________________________________________________

PUBLICATION OF BANNS 2026
PCC Fee						£39.00
Banns Certificate					£20.00
Total							£59.00

WEDDING AT ST MARK’S, LEAMINGTON SPA  
(PARISH OF NEW MILVERTON)

The following information is needed to complete the marriage certificate and for the reading of your banns (starting 6 weeks before the wedding), so that we can make arrangements and to prepare your invoice.  When completed please return this form to St Mark’s church office and please contact us if you need any help or information:
01926 421004, office@st-marks.net

	Date & time of wedding
	Date:      
Time:

	
	GROOM
	BRIDE

	Christian names
(as they appear on your birth certificate)
	
	

	Surname

	
	

	Date of Birth
	
	

	Have you been married before?

	
	

	If so how did the marriage end?

	
	

	Occupation

	
	

	Address
Please let us 
know if your address changes 
before the wedding

	
	

	Father’s full name & Occupation
Please also include whether retired or deceased 

	
	

	Mother’s Full Name  & Occupation
Please also include whether retired or deceased 

	
	

	The parish you live in

	
	

	Telephone number 

	
	

	Email Address

	
	



	Please tick if you would like:
	Yes/NoOffice use only:

Organist:     _________________

Verger:       __________________

Invoice amount:      ___________

Invoice sent:           ___________


	Organist

	

	Bells (our bells are small and cannot be heard in the church)
	

	Projection during the service/ Livestream
Subject to availability
	

	Are you arranging a professional 
video of the ceremony
	

	Heating
Essential in winter and spring months
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