
 

 

The Life of St Mark’s Church 
 

Reports from the groups and activities at St Mark’s Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting, May 2026 
Registered Charity Number 1128485 

  



2 

 

This is a collection of reports about the activities that have taken place 
over the last year from the many groups that make up the body of St 
Mark’s. It is in addition to the ‘Annual Report and Financial Statements of 
the PCC’, the official report from the Parochial Church Council and Vicar. 
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Introduction 

Rev Tim Broadbent 

Thank you for your interest in the life of St Mark’s. 

When I look at all we do as a church, it’s clear to me that St Mark’s is, at its 
heart, a remarkable volunteer community supported by just a few paid 
staff. Some of our groups meet weekly, others less often, but whenever 
they gather and whatever they do, they share one purpose: to further the 
work of St Mark’s and, in doing so, to proclaim the name of Jesus. 

Each invitation offered, every group that meets, and every space prepared 
for others is a quiet, powerful declaration that Jesus is still Lord in our 
lives. The life of St Mark’s is not really about activities or rotas, it’s about 
people. Ordinary people living extraordinary lives of service. Service 
offered in the name of Jesus. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this document. And if you’re 
involved in one of our groups, thank you for the part you play. I’ve been 
here nearly three years now, and it has been a joy to serve alongside so 
many of you. 

Thank you. 

 

Church weekend away 
In June 2025, around fifty of us travelled to the Pioneer Centre in Cleobury 
Mortimer for a weekend that proved both refreshing and deeply 
enriching. With our speaker, Ruth Hassall, we explored the theme of 
Journeying Together through key passages in Luke’s Gospel. Ruth invited 
us to reflect on what it means to grow in faith and walk in compassion, 
beginning with the story of the road to Emmaus in Luke 24, where Jesus 
draws alongside the disciples in their confusion. From there, we 
considered the challenge of the Good Samaritan, exploring how we might 
show practical mercy to those in need, and we spent time in Luke 7, 
reflecting on Jesus’ welcome of the woman who anointed His feet and His 
call to bring those on the margins into the centre of community life. We 
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also considered the importance of bearing one another’s burdens as we 
continue to journey in faith together. 

Alongside the teaching, the Pioneer Centre offered plenty of opportunities 
to relax, have fun, and enjoy time together. Many of us took part in 
activities such as climbing, archery, abseiling, and the zip wire. Mealtimes 
were another highlight, with hearty food served in the large dining hall — 
though the sugar‑free apple crumble was memorable for the wrong 
reasons. 

The whole weekend strengthened our sense of belonging, gave space for 
rest and renewal, and reminded us of the joy of walking together as a 
church family. 

 

 
Children and families work 

Ros Davies 

Sunday Groups 

Our Sunday Groups continue to flourish, with the Explorers group led by 
April Harris and Climbers, which I lead, supported by a dedicated and 
committed volunteer team. Using the Roots resource, we guide children in 
exploring the Bible and growing in their faith. 

Each week, we begin with a warm welcome, share snacks and news, pray 
together, and say The Lord’s Prayer. Children are encouraged to ask 
questions and take part in group discussions, helping them feel valued and 
deepening their understanding of the Bible. We also enjoy creative craft 
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activities, and, when time allows, play together to build fellowship and 
community. 

Some of our young people volunteer with the groups as part of their Duke 
of Edinburgh Award, and it is a joy to have them share their gifts and 
energy with the children. 

John Finlayson and Tim Lewington have begun running a group for under 
4s, providing a welcoming space for parents and preschool children and 
helping families connect with the life and ministry of our church. 

All-age services 

Tim and I work closely to plan our All-Age services, and it has been 
wonderful to see our children and young people grow in confidence—
especially in writing, leading prayers and reading from the Bible. We 
continue to explore creative and meaningful ways to involve them, 
incorporating multi-sensory activities, prayers, and opportunities to 
welcome others. Our services are relaxed and inclusive, ensuring everyone 
can feel part of our church community, no matter where they are on their 
journey of faith. 

We also enjoy welcoming our uniformed groups to take part in selected 
All-Age services, adding to the sense of celebration and togetherness. 

Baptisms and thanksgiving services 

I coordinate enquiries and arrangements for baptisms and thanksgiving 
services. Tim and I visit families together beforehand, providing an 
opportunity to build relationships, offer support, and ensure that all 
families feel welcome and included. Through these visits, we aim to help 
families feel at ease and welcomed into the life of St Mark’s as they 
prepare for these special occasions, reflecting the church's caring and 
welcoming presence in their lives. 

Toddler group 

Our Toddler group runs on Wednesday mornings, with Tim joining us for 
storytelling and a lively song time accompanied by guitar. We are 
encouraged to see many parents from the groups attending church 
services during the year. Families are also warmly invited to join us for 
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Easter craft activities on Good Friday, providing a welcoming space to 
connect with others and be part of the church community. 

Summer fun – August outdoor family play sessions 

Our August outdoor family play sessions, led by volunteer Nikki Hill and 
supported by other volunteers, were a great success and much enjoyed by 
all who attended. The sessions offered a relaxed and welcoming 
environment for families to have fun, spend time together, and connect 
with the wider church community. 

Outdoor Nativity Trail 

Our Outdoor Nativity Trail, featuring live animals, was a highlight of the 
Christmas season. Families from our community were warmly invited to 
take part, and it was enjoyed by so many. The event would not have been 
possible without the dedication of numerous volunteers who helped in a 
variety of ways, ensuring a welcoming and memorable experience for 
everyone. 

Oliver Bowden and Ian Holden created a wonderful stable, with hay kindly 
provided by Peter Hambleton, which really added to the atmosphere. 
Some of our younger children were so taken with it that they believed it 
was a real stable! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of our four-legged guests were very popular with the children! 
Sidney Syson and Peter Hambleton, our wonderful shepherds, kept a 
watchful eye over the proceedings. 



7 

 

 

 Christingle 

The Christingle service continues to be a special occasion, bringing 
together many familiar faces and newcomers. For many families, it marks 
the start of their Christmas celebrations. It is wonderful to open our doors 
to the wider community, share the Christian message, celebrate this 
festive tradition, and raise funds for The Children’s Society, supporting 
children in need. 

Schools’ ministry – Milverton and Brookhurst 

This part of my ministry, serving within our local schools, continues to be a 
valued expression of St Mark’s presence in the community. Through this 
work, we can regularly connect with a significant number of children and 
families. 

At Milverton, I am known as a Champion of Friends, supporting children as 
they learn how to build healthy friendships, work through difficulties, and 
grow in confidence. 

I also serve as Chaplain at Brookhurst, offering a consistent Christian 
presence and pastoral support for both pupils and staff. In this role, I seek 
to gently and naturally bring the love of God into the everyday life of the 
school through conversation and moments of reflection, helping children 
encounter faith in meaningful, accessible ways. 
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At Milverton, I read Bible stories to Reception children. At both schools, I 
lead playground activities, organise prayer stations, and coordinate key 
events, including Christmas, Easter, and Harvest celebrations. These 
occasions are well attended and create meaningful opportunities for 
worship, reflection, and celebration across both schools. 

Alongside this, I mentor children who benefit from one-to-one support. I 
also work alongside a teacher in Thera Play sessions, helping children 
develop trust, emotional security, and positive relationships. It is a real joy 
to see children grow in confidence as they begin to understand that they 
are valued, that their voices matter, and that they are truly seen and 
heard. 

This ministry is ongoing and deeply relational. By continuing to be present 
in our schools, we are building trust, strengthening partnerships with staff, 
and helping children and families experience St Mark’s as a caring and 
faithful presence in everyday life. 

Emscote House Nursery 

The annual nursery graduation service at St Mark’s welcomes around 30 
children, together with approximately 200 grandparents and staff. This 
joyful celebration marks the children’s achievements and provides us as a 
church with an opportunity to share in their milestones, bless the children, 
and connect with their families. 

Gratitude 

I want to express my heartfelt thanks and deep gratitude to everyone who 
contributes to our children’s ministry, in whatever capacity. Your time, 
energy, and faithfulness make this work possible, and so many people 
help in ways that are often unseen. As 1 Corinthians 12:27 reminds us: 
“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” I am 
also encouraged by Galatians 6:9: “Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” 

If you would like to find out more or consider joining the team, please 
speak to Tim or me. I would greatly value your continued prayers for our 
children, families, and all who serve in this ministry. 
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Pathfinders 

Tom and  Vandella King 

Pathfinders is a lively group for young people in Year 7 and above, led by 
us, with Colum Goodchild helping on the 1st and 4th Sundays. We meet in 
the upper room from 9.15 am for breakfast before starting at 10.00 am.  

The group provides a welcoming space to explore faith, meet before the 
Sunday service for breakfast, connect, chat, and prepare. Each Sunday, we 
have games, activities, and Bible exploration, with time for reflection and 
prayer. This relaxed setting encourages big questions, growth in 
understanding of God, and friendship-building.  

Recent topics include Jesus’ commission and witnessing to friends; prayer 
helping us navigate change and anxiety; The Lord’s Prayer; Halloween fun, 
not fear; All Souls Day; All Saints Day; Advent; Stir-up Sunday; and 
Christmas heroes. We have had fun socials with a pancake party, an Easter 
egg hunt, a summer party, and a Christmas party.  

Extra help is urgently needed on the 3rd and 5th Sundays; please talk to 
us if you are interested. 

 

Youth group – Uno 

Rebecca Wilton 

Our Wednesday evening youth group (known as ‘Uno’, chosen by the 
young people after their favourite card game) caters for those in Year 7 to 
Year 13, and is an absolutely fantastic group. They’ve formed a really 
tight-knit, welcoming community where they not only feel free to be truly 
themselves, but also to invite their friends! It’s an absolute privilege to see 
them grow and explore together. 

Meeting at 7 pm in the upper room during term time, a typical session 
consists of social time at the start (complete with food) where the young 
people are free to chat, catch up on the week, and play games; before 
moving into the theme of the week – usually rotating between a more 
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structured group game, activity, or a ‘Big Chat’ where we explore a Bible 
story, topic, or sometimes what’s been happening in the world that week. 
Every session ends with a space to go a little deeper into what’s going on 
in their lives and a time of prayer. 

We tend to average around 10 young people a session (with as many as 
15). At present, Uno is run by Tim and Rebecca (me, hello), with 
occasional other helpers – but we’d love more volunteers! If you’ve got a 
heart for seeing young people grow in faith and becoming who God has 
made them to be, whether or not you can spare a regular Wednesday 
night or just an occasional one, we’d love to hear from you! 

 

Explore Together 

In August 2025, St Mark’s held a series of six Explore Together Sunday 
sessions to create a more interactive, intergenerational approach to 
worship and learning. Each service began with a short time of sung 
worship and a Bible reading, after which the congregation chose between 
four parallel ways of exploring the theme: Reflective prayer stations, an 
Attentive short talk and discussion, an Active intergenerational game, or a 
Creative arts-and-craft activity. The congregation then gathered back 
together for closing worship, with participants invited to share reflections 
on an “August Wall” during refreshments afterwards. 

The sessions explored six of Jesus’ “I am” sayings from John’s Gospel: the 
bread of life, the good shepherd, the way, the vine, the light of the world, 
and the resurrection and the life. Through discussion, games, crafts and 
prayer, participants reflected on themes such as what truly nourishes life, 
recognising and following God’s voice, finding direction and meaning, 
remaining connected to Christ, bringing light into dark places, and 
experiencing new life and hope through Jesus. 

Across the series, the sessions encouraged people of all ages to engage 
with scripture in different ways – thinking, creating, playing and praying 
together – while reflecting on how these biblical images might shape 
everyday faith and life. 
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Small groups 

Amanda di Giovanni 

Small Groups have an important role in fulfilling our vision statement: 
“Belonging… Believing… Becoming… A community of believers, sharing 
God’s love with the world.” 

We have 9 groups with around 80 members. Most meet weekly on a 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday evening. 

The groups use a variety of resources. Some follow the sermons and use 
questions set by the preacher; others are more adventurous and find 
resources to meet the group's needs. 

Small groups provide a space to chat, read and 
discuss God’s word and how to apply it to our 
lives, and pray for one another. 

Thank you to all the leaders, co-leaders, 
facilitators and hosts for your commitment 
over the year. 

If you would like to join a small group, please 
let me know; we operate a “try before you 
buy” policy – if you don’t think the group is right for you, please feel free 
to try another one. 
 

Together in meditation 

Colum Goodchild 

We meet monthly on the first Thursday at 7.30 for 40 minutes of silence, 
followed by refreshments. 

Before we begin our silent time together, we have a short introduction 
and a thought for the session. We have used St. Patrick's Breastplate, 
Elijah's "small voice of calm," and verses from the Psalms and the New 
Testament as areas of focus. 
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We have used different spaces in the church and hall, including sessions 
reflecting on church artworks, and used different objects to help our 
focus, including finger labyrinths, hazelnuts and stones. 

We usually have between 4 and 8 people and have been able to offer calm 
contemplation amid busy lives. 

 

Chaplaincy at Royal Leamington Spa College 

Marie Calvert 

This is our 10th year at Leamington College, and we continue to be 
encouraged and awe-struck at times by the special moments and 
conversations that unfold there. 

Who and when? We are a small but dedicated team (Rani Clare, Pam 
Griffin Booth, Bev and Ray Kirton, Sandy Smith) who take it in turns to go 
into college one lunchtime a week during term time (usually a Monday). 

Why? We do this because we believe God’s love is for everyone and want 
to share it with those outside the church. We don’t push anything, but we 
are allowed to share what our faith means to us, which is a huge privilege. 

How? We hang around near our spot on the route to the refectory, and 
get into conversation with any students or staff who would like to talk – 
whether about everyday things, or something deeper. We offer sweets 
and blessings (written on strips of paper), and it is remarkable how often 
someone will come and say, ‘I don’t want a sweet today, but I do want 
one of these blessings’. Often, it turns out that the words are spot on for 
that person. We often meet people who are struggling with issues, for 
example, broken relationships/friendships, mental health problems, stress 
at home, etc. 

One of our team members recently had a significant conversation with a 
student who was struggling to find any meaning in life, and that 
conversation was pivotal in helping them move forward. 

Would you like to explore joining us? We are always in need of more 
people. Contact Marie Calvert for more info. 
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Mission 

Amanda di Giovanni  

One definition of mission is to join in with what God is doing in the world. 
In that respect we are all involved in mission. Some people are involved 
full-time, in paid or voluntary roles, through prayer and financial support. 

St Mark’s is committed to giving around 10% of our income to individuals 
and organisations working in various areas of mission. Details can be 
found in the Missionary and Charitable Giving section of the 2025 
accounts. 

Several people from St Mark’s are involved with local mission groups such 
as Christians Against Poverty, Street Pastors and Flourish, so thank you to 
them. 

 

Eco Church 

Sophie Harper 

This year has seen some changes due to increased paid employment and 
involvement in setting up an Eco Hub in Leamington Spa town centre. 
However, with some great volunteers, we have kept several projects going 
and adapted areas such as recycling, as kerbside collection has increased. 
The projects we currently have are: 

• Eco cupboard. We have the use of a great cupboard, which has 
meant that recycling boxes have been moved from the pew area, 
and we can invest in larger items such as containers of washing-up 
liquid. This is very much appreciated. 

• Recycling. We have reduced this by removing products that can 
now be put in the kerbside recycling, focusing on pens/biros, some 
dental items, spectacles, and cosmetics. Small collection boxes are 
available at the back of the church, which are emptied regularly. 



14 

 

• Churchyard biodiversity and heritage project. We are involved in 
the Coventry Diocesan project to develop environmental richness 
in churchyard spaces, and this spring we are attending the 
relevant meetings to see how this will be taken forward over the 
next few years. 

• Wildflower planting. The wildflowers were reviewed as the 
planting with Warwickshire Wildlife Trust did not seem to take off. 
A new area of wildflowers was planted in March near the trees 
and may be expanded depending on how well they take! The bulbs 
are still successful, as is the hedging, and the bird boxes are also 
well used. 

• Suma products. Good value products can now be bought on 
occasion from the back of the church, currently washing up liquid 
and hand soap, made possible by being able to buy in bulk. Very 
competitive prices and good for the environment! 

• Eco Fair. We did not hold an Eco Fair in 2025, but another one is 
planned for Saturday 6th June 2026. We have several local 
environmental organisations coming and hope to provide ideas for 
the variety of actions people can take, as well as the usual stalls, 
games, and refreshments. 

• General information. We do not produce notices for boards at the 
moment, but are considering displaying them on an ad hoc basis 
related to themes. We did a prayer station for the prayer evenings 
and would be happy to be involved in similar events if required. 

The Eco Team would like to thank everyone who has played a part in this 
work over the year, and we are keen to hear from anyone who has a 
passion for this area of ministry and any time to spare. 
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Cleaning 

Nikki Hill 

Not much has changed on keeping the church building clean and tidy, 
except there were fewer cleaning days last year and fewer people turning 
up. 

Most groups and individuals clean up after themselves. 

Polishing our brasses now falls under general cleaning, and we are very 
grateful to Paula, who has regularly cleaned them for many years, and to 
Sheila, who had to give up a few years ago. Our eagle is kept gleaming by 
one dedicated and energetic gentleman – it takes 2 hours! 

Two lovely ladies hoover the carpets on alternate weeks, clean the toilets 
and the kitchen floor. 

Occasional Saturday morning Spring Cleans are held; normally before 
special church calendar events like Easter, Harvest and Christmas. All are 
welcome to come and help – tea and special biscuits are served. 

One person keeps a specific area clean and tidy. 

We are so grateful to all who help to keep our building tidy and clean – 
you are very much appreciated. If there is an area you would like to 
cherish, please let me know. 

 

Community lunch – FiRs 

Beryl Chisholm 

Known as Firs (Friends in Retirement) and costing £5 in 2025, we gathered 
monthly to provide a hot meal to older people. From March 2026, the 
name has changed to Community Lunch to make our lunches more 
welcoming and open to all. The price is now £6. 

Tracy Bevan has now taken on the role of chef, but is very keen for more 
cooks to join the team. We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, except 
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in August, so it might involve a commitment of twice a year to prepare a 
2-course meal for around 30 people. Please speak to Tracy if you can help. 

During the year, we said goodbye to Jackie Sanders, who has cooked many 
lunches over the years. She now comes along to enjoy food and 
fellowship. 

We have those who have been coming along for many years, and some 
new faces. Barny, the owner of Caremark, a local home care company, has 
been coming along and helping to serve and wash up. Some months, he 
has brought along clients who are receiving support from Caremark. 

We have a dedicated team who set up tables, serve food and help with 
the washing up. Andrew Cooper challenges us to engage our brains with 
his monthly quizzes. 

In December, Ann Parsons joined us to play the piano so we could sing 
carols. 

 

Gardening 

Amanda di Giovanni 

The church has large grounds that we try to keep tidy and attractive to 
local wildlife, and we manage them in line with Eco Church guidelines. 

We are trying to increase the diversity of wildflowers in the grass at the 
front of the building. 

The path to the community centre is lined with plants in flower almost 
year-round. 

Volunteers do all the gardening work; some people look after a particular 
area, and others come to our gardening mornings, held 3 or 4 times a 
year. A big ’Thank you’ to all those who help. 

Please get in touch if you would like to know more – or have ideas. 
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Art at St. Mark's 

Marcella King 

In 2025, our vibrant programme of arts, heritage, and community events 
welcomed new faces and strengthened friendships within the church 
family.  

• Two textile exhibitions from the Westhill Endowment, on 
Reconciliation and the Environment, prompted reflection on 
conflict, reconciliation, creation, and our shared responsibility for 
the earth.  

• These inspired the Art at St Mark’s series, which started with 
‘Contravanitas’ in September, a play by congregation member 
Frederic Wyatt about freedom and ambition during the French 
Revolution.  

• Heritage Open Day showcased our Grade II* listed church through 
tours, displays, and hospitality.  

• Our community craft evening, Make, resumed in September with 
clay-making.  

• October’s Harvest Fair celebrated creation and promoted 
generosity.  

• The Food and Faith Festival explored how food links culture, 
justice, environment, and spirituality, highlighting that faith grows 
through shared life.  

• In November, Make enabled enthusiasts to craft Christmas gifts, 
and December’s community event created festive table 
decorations.  

These experiences made 2025 a year of confidence in our creativity, 
encouraging conversations about faith and inspiring us to become an 
outward-facing, imaginative church. As we look to 2026 and St Mark’s 
150th anniversary in 2029, we are encouraged by what has been started.  
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Thanks to everyone who generously contributed their time and skills.       

 

SWIGS – St Mark's Women's Inclusive Group Social 

Sophie Harper and Hannah Broadbent 

Over the past year, we've hosted our "St Mark's Women's Inclusive Group 
Social" ('SWIGS') evening once every 3-4 months. These gatherings have 
become a valued space where all who wish to attend are welcome to 
share a meal together. 

Each evening has brought together around 20–30 people to share a 
delicious meal and enjoy activities such as quizzes, games, and 
opportunities to chill and chat. We’ve intentionally created space for 
people to move between groups during the evening, helping everyone 
connect with someone new and deepen relationships across the church 
community. 

Every gathering has had its own theme, such as a summer Thai-inspired 
meal, an Italian theme, and a cosy winter night with stews and crumbles. 
Each event has aimed to offer a welcoming space to pause, laugh, talk and 
be together, developing our sense of belonging. 

We hope that these evenings will continue to be a joyful and accessible 
way for people to connect, feel known, and grow in community together. 
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St Mark’s Men’s and Inclusive Group 

Andrew Lee and Rev Tim Broadbent 

We have been meeting over the last 18 months for evening curries or 
walk-and-pub evenings. Having a social group where we can spend time 
together is really important both for long-standing members of the church 
and for people newly exploring whether they want to be part of the 
church. We have also been joined by visiting friends or relatives, and this 
has always been enjoyable for everyone. 

Conversation varies widely as we get to know each other. This is 
particularly important for family guys when Sunday morning can easily 
become “hunt my child – again”, and it can be hard to move beyond 
remembering names or occupations. 

Although we have some favourite venues, we are always happy to look at 
suggestions for other places to meet. We usually have between 25 and 40 
coming on a Friday evening.  

Most regulars are part of the WhatsApp group to communicate between 
gatherings.  

If you would like to know more or have missed communication about 
events, please contact Andrew Lee at 07512 411690 or speak to Rev Tim, 
who is usually part of our gatherings. 

  

Scouts 

4th Leamington (St. Mark's) 

In 2025, the Scout Group moved all sessions to Wednesday, so now we 
have Beavers (age 6-8), Cubs (age 8-10.5) and Scouts (age 10.5-14) all on 
the same evening. This has helped the leaders work together and made it 
more consistent for parents and young people as they transition through 
the sections. 
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Scouts 

In September, our Scouts went on the biggest adventure we’ve organised 
– a weekend in London sleeping on HMS Belfast. The experience on the 
ship was amazing, with a private tour and the opportunity to learn what it 
was like for the sailors. Our Scouts raised the flag at sunrise, with amazing 
views of the city around. They also visited the Science Museum and Tower 
Bridge. 

Other highlights for our Scouts include kayaking on the River Leam at night 
and a ghost walk in Stratford. Skills they have recently learned in the hall 
include building electric cars and making ice cream. They have 
represented the Group at the annual Remembrance parade to Leamington 
war memorial. 

Cubs 

The Cubs have benefitted from the range of District events on offer, 
including competing against other Cubs from Leamington at Sports Day, a 
Quiz Night, and the annual Swimming Gala. 

Our Cubs regularly go off-site and have been climbing at Warwick 
University, Den Building at Oakley Wood, Orienteering at St Nicholas Park 
and playing Disc Golf at Quarry Park. In their sessions at the hall, they 
have been learning skills and teamwork, including navigation, fire lighting, 
cooking, first aid, and lots of games. 

Beavers 

The Beavers held a sleepover in Warwick Museum in October, a first night 
away from home for some. They learned about local history, tackled Lego 
challenges and enjoyed pizza and a movie before sleeping among the 
exhibits. 

On a beautiful evening the Beavers went flying kites around Chesterton 
Windmill. They have also been bouldering and to a VR experience. The 
Beavers love having visitors and recently have had a scientist for 
“experiments week” and a visit from Leamington Police. 
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Group 

In March, we will be taking over the “Art Box” – the phone box turned into 
a mini art gallery by Christchurch Gardens. Our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts 
will fill the box with their springtime creations. 

We have been fundraising to buy a trailer for the Group. Our Beavers and 
Cubs have completed individual challenges to raise £20.25 each, and we 
have provided a tuck shop at the Sports Day. In total, we have raised 
£1100. The box trailer will enable us to move all our equipment to camp at 
once, and all the way to our pitch. In the future this means we can be 
more adventurous with our camping locations and go further afield. 

In May, we will be taking 45 young people and 15 adults to Get In 2026 – 
Warwickshire Scouts County Camp, which takes place every 4 years at 
Ragley Hall. There will be 4,000+ attendees, and the weekend will be 
packed with activities. 

 

Rainbows 

Julie Brown 

Over the past year, St Mark’s Rainbows have worked enthusiastically 
toward their bronze, silver, and gold awards. The girls have enjoyed 
completing Interest Badges, Skill Builders, Unit Awards, and more, and 
more than half of the Unit has earned at least one award during the year. 

A strong focus on recycling and environmental care has shaped many of 
our activities. The Rainbows especially enjoyed a visit from Sophie from St 
Mark’s Church, who spoke to them about how we can all help to care for 
our planet. They were also captivated by a talk from the Warwickshire Bee 
Association, which taught them more about bees and their importance in 
the natural world. 
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The Rainbows took part in bug hunts at Foundry Woods, where they had a 
wonderful time engaging with the leaders and exploring the natural 
surroundings. They continue to enjoy taking part in events at St Mark’s 
and were thrilled to celebrate with Lucy, one of our Rainbows, when she 
was baptised at the beginning of the year. 

As part of their involvement with church life, the Unit helped create a 
beautiful Harvest flower arrangement. They also spent time learning 
about 3 important saints—George, David, and Patrick—across 3 meetings. 
Later in the year, the Unit was delighted when another Rainbow chose to 
explore baptism at St Mark’s. 

Throughout the year, the girls have enjoyed a variety of activities, 
including mapping, cooking, climbing, and learning the importance of 
friendship, kindness, and helping one another. 

 

We also celebrated several achievements within our leadership team. 
Moira, our Unit Helper, received her 10‑year Service Award, and our 
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Young Leader Eva completed her qualification. Julie, our Unit Leader, was 
honoured with Freedom of the District by Warwickshire District Council. 

We were saddened by the loss of Eileen Griffin in November—a devoted 
and much‑loved member of our Unit. She is greatly missed by Rainbows 
and Leaders alike. In her memory, fruit trees have been planted at the 
Rescue Ranch Animal Sanctuary, which the Unit visited during the year. 

We ended 2025 with a delightful cream tea, shared with members of St 
Mark’s and the Trefoil Guild. We are grateful for our outstanding team of 
Leaders and Helpers, and we continue to value our involvement in church 
parades and the various events we are invited to support. 

************ 
 

Thank you to all who have submitted reports, and to all who help organise, 
run, attend, and pray for these areas of ministry and outreach. 

 
Other than Tim (our Vicar) and Ros (our Children and Families Worker), 

these are all voluntary roles, and there is always scope to get involved or 
start something new. Please speak to Ros for anything related to children 

under 11 or Tim for anything else. 
 
 
 
 

“From Christ the whole body, joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 

love, as each part does its work.” Ephesians 4:16 
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